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Setup:
Collect all the supplies necessary for cage change. Supplies include:
* Clean vole cages
* PVC tubes and/or other approved enrichment
* Nest boxes
» Wire bars
* Lids
» Water bottles with sipper tubes
* Bite-resistant gloves

Cage Change:

Don bite resistant gloves.

Move the dirty cage onto the table or other approved surface for cage change.

Set up a new clean cage next to the dirty cage.

Transfer the animals from the dirty cage to the clean cage using proper vole handling techniques.
+ DO NOT HANDLE OR PICK UP THE VOLE BY THE TAIL
* Transfer the animals by scooping them into an enrichment tube, nest box, or large cup.
* Assess each animal for health concerns.
« If you must handle the animal, use approved bite resistant gloves. Only handle the animals if you have been trained to do so.

Comb fingers through the bedding of the dirty cage thoroughly to confirm that all animals have been transferred to the new cage.

Place the edible enrichment into the cage.

Place the wire bar on the clean cage now containing the animals.

Place a new water bottle with sipper tube on the wire bar.
» Check to make sure the sipper tube is not leaking and replace malfunctioning water bottles immediately
» Check to ensure that the sipper tube is not blocked by the nest box (if applicable) and is accessible to animals in the cage.

Transfer the cage card holder from the original cage to the new cage.

Place the lid on the top of the cage.

Return the newly changed cage to the appropriate rack location.

Place the empty, used cages on a cart or flatbed and bring them to the dirty cage wash area.
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